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Good morning. Earlier this week, the
newly elected Members of the House and
the Senate took their oaths of office and be-
came part of the 110th Congress. I congratu-
late them all, and I look forward to working
with them over the next 2 years.

Since the November elections, I've had a
number of productive meetings with the new
leaders in Congress, including Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi, House Minority Leader
John Boehner, Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, and Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell. T was encouraged by our discus-
sions, and I'm confident that we can find
common ground in our efforts to serve our
fellow citizens and to move our country for-
ward.

One area where we are already finding
agreement is in our effort to spend the peo-
ple’s money wisely. This week, I announced
that I will submit a 5-year budget proposal
that will balance the Federal budget by 2012,
while making the tax relief we passed perma-
nent. Some Democrats have indicated that
balancing the budget is a top priority for
them as well. By holding the line on spending
and continuing our progrowth policies, we
can balance the budget and address the most
urgent needs of our Nation, which are win-
ning the war on terror and maintaining a
strong national defense, keeping our econ-
omy growing and creating jobs.

We also see bipartisan agreement emerg-
ing on reforming the earmark process in
Congress. Earmarks are spending provisions
that are often slipped into bills at the last
minute, so they rarely get debated or dis-
cussed. Many earmarks divert precious funds
away from vital priorities like national de-
fense and education to wasteful porkbarrel
projects. I appreciate Democratic leaders
who have pledged to maintain our current
levels of spending without additional ear-
marks this year. And I support the temporary
moratorium on all new earmarks announced
by the Democrats.

This is a good start, but I believe we can
do more. This week, I proposed my own ear-
mark reforms, which would make the ear-
mark process more transparent, end the

practice of concealing earmarks in so-called
report language never included in legislation,
and cut the number and costs of earmarks
by at least half. These commonsense reforms
will help prevent billions of taxpayers’” dollars
from being spent on unnecessary earmarks.

Another area where Democrats and Re-
publicans can work together is in the effort
to improve our schools. We have done so be-
fore. In my first year as President, Democrats
and Republicans saw that our schools were
failing too many students, so we worked to-
gether to pass the No Child Left Behind Act.
This good law gave our schools new re-
sources, and in return, we asked them to
show results. By setting high standards and
measuring student progress, we're holding
schools accountable for teaching every stu-
dent to read, write, add, and subtract.

Since No Child Left Behind was passed,
we have seen major improvements in student
achievement all across America. In reading,
9-year-olds have made larger gains in the last
5 years of the test than in the previous 28
years. In math, 9-year-olds and 13-year-olds
earned the highest scores in the history of
the test. And in both reading and math, Afri-
can American and Hispanic students are
scoring higher and starting to close the
achievement gap.

This year, the No Child Left Behind Act
is up for reauthorization. I'm confident that
both parties can work together to help our
Nation’s students. By reauthorizing this im-
portant legislation, we can help make our
schools a gateway to opportunity for every
child.

With this new Congress and new year,
Democrats and Republicans will have many
opportunities to serve the American people.
We must rise to meet those opportunities
and build a stronger and more compassionate
nation for generations to come.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
January 5 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 6.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 5 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.
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President Bush. I'm very pleased to wel-
come back my friend Jose Barroso. Thank
you. We just had a great discussion about
the importance between—of relations be-
tween the United States and the European
Union. Jose has got a really important job,
and I think he’s doing it really well.

Our discussion was frank; it was open. We
talked about the importance of the trans-
atlantic relationship and how we can work
to improve it. We talked about the impor-
tance for Europe and the United States to
resolve any differences we have when it
comes to the Doha round for trade, so that
we can promote international trade. We both
recognize that the best way to help impover-
ished nations is to complete this Doha round
and to encourage the spread of wealth and
opportunity through open and reasonable
and fair trade.

Jose and I talked about the Middle East.
There’s no question that the Israeli-Pales-
tinian issue is on a lot of people’s minds. We
are dedicated to a two-state solution, two de-
mocracies living side by side in peace. And
we talked about ways that we need to work
together to see if we can’t bring that vision
to fruition.

We're going to talk about Darfur here at
lunch. I know that Jose is as committed as
I am to helping solve what I've called a geno-
cide. It is outrageous that people are being
treated the way they are, and I'm confident
Europe and the United States can work with
other friends and allies around the world to
help solve that difficult problem.

We talked about Iran. We talked about
Syria. We talked about Iraq. We talked about
a lot of issues. We also talked about the im-
portance of energy independence and, at the
same time, being wise stewards of the envi-
ronment. We are very hopeful that the use
of technologies and good policy will help us
diversify our energy supplies and be able to
assure future generations that the environ-
ment of the world will be better off.

And so I thought it was a constructive dia-
log. Glad to have you back.

President Durao Barroso. Thank you
very much, George. It was, indeed, a pleas-
ure to meet again, President Bush. We have
now these very regular meetings, and it’s al-
ways a great occasion to exchange views on
such important subj ects.

In fact, we have considered bilateral and
global issues. On bilateral, I underlined the
importance we give to further—to make go
further, go faster, to go deeper in our eco-
nomic transatlantic partnership. This is the
most important economic relation in the
world, the relation between the United
States of America and the European Union.
And we believe we can achieve more if we
look at it in a comprehensive manner. And
I hope that now there will be some concrete
work so that in our regular institutional sum-
mit, between the European Union and the
United States, we can achieve some more
complete results.

Of course, the most crucial factor is the
succession—successful  negotiations  for
Doha. Doha is not just about trade; it’s also
about development; it’s about having a multi-
lateral approach to trade. There is now the
defining moment. We are really at defining
moment, and we had a very good exchange,
and we gave instructions to all negotiators
to come with a solution as soon as possible.
And of course it is important to engage also
others, because this is a real global agree-
ment that we are trying to build. And it will
be a very important signal for the world com-
munity if we show that it is possible to have
a global approach to trade and development.

Another global issue, but where United
States and Europe have a very good—and
we hope to improve relation and dialog—is
precisely energy and climate. When we speak
about climate change, it’s not just about the
environment—of course environment is cru-
cially important—but it is also about global
security. It’s also about economic develop-
ment and sustainability.

And so we are hoping to deepen our dialog
on climate change, on technologies, on curb-
ing emissions, on progress in terms of energy
efficiency and in security. Of course, the key




